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A New Year 
 

Art Zygielbaum, KØAIZ 
ARRL Midwest Division Director 

 
Now there’s a unique title.  What a cliché.  But it is a new year.  As usual, this is a time to reflect 

on what’s been and what will be. 

I’ve been Midwest Division Director for two years now.  At the end of this year, I’ll need to make 
a decision on whether to run again.  So why do I 

want this job and why would I want to do it some 

more? 

There’s the good side.  I have great Section 
Managers to work with.  Lee Garner, WAØUIG, 

Iowa, Matt Anderson, KAØBOJ, Nebraska, Ron 

Cowan, KBØDTI, Kansas, and Cecil Higgins, 

ACØHA, Missouri, have made up a wonderful 

Division “cabinet”.  We meet monthly.  We’ve 
held meetings with ARRL leaders like CEO 

David Minster, NA2AA, Mike Walters, W8ZY, 

and Steve Ewald, WV1X, from the field 

organization and earlier this week we talked 

with Steve Goodgame, K5ATA, ARRL’s Education and Learning Manager, along with Fred 
Kemmerer, AB1OC, New England Division Director. 

I have had a chance to meet a lot of you.  Although I’m terrible with names, you’ve come up to 
me and continued the conversations we had a year previous.  I’ve heard complaints, 
compliments, concerns and ideas.  If I’ve asked for support, if you were able, I got it.  If not, you 
suggested ways for me to get to where I thought I needed to be.   

We’ve talked as friends about a hobby we all love.  We’ve worried together about where it’s 
going and what the future might hold.  And we’ve shared the excitement of contacts made, DX 
achieved, new technology, and reminisced over that wonderous hardware that we built a few 

decades back. 

Let’s face it.  In a strong sense, for all our differences in background, families, interests, we do 
share a bond built around the magic of radio and the things we can do with radio.  I take pride in 

hearing about the support people in the division gave during an emergency.  When I see kids 

being taught electronics and building kits, I am very proud of what my colleagues are 

accomplishing.  There is so much to feel good about. 

Me operating W1AW 
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Yet many of us are burdened with sadness and concern that this hobby is going to go away.  

You know, I don’t think that’s true.  I do know it’s going to change.  I know that the things that 
thrilled me 60 years ago are not the same things that thrill today’s kids.  The world has moved 
along.  And no matter our wish to keep that happy spot we found a while back; it has drifted 

away. 

There are people who are working to build the new amateur radio.  They are the people helping 

kids launch balloons with simple transmitters sending telemetry about position and temperature.  

There are people who created online training courses in ham radio and more importantly are 

building self-sustaining communities of amateur radio operators.  These things attract new hams 

and keep them engaged. 

The ARRL is looking at the future.  Under CEO Minster, NA2AA, the organization is changing.  

Everyone is taking a fresh look at services and systems.  It’s going to take time to shake it all 
out, but the trajectory is definitely in a positive direction.  You’ll see new educational content and 
opportunities.  You’ll see new events.  And you’ll see a Board focused on improving the hobby 
and improving the organization.  Am I excited about this? You bet.  The current Board and the 

people at HQ are dedicated to doing it right. 

I’m a realist.  There are problems and there are going to be stumbles.  Let me talk a bit about 
what concerns me.  I am concerned that many members think that the only purpose of ARRL is 

a magazine and that their $49 dues pays for a subscription.  That is absolutely not correct.  Your 

dues pays for your membership in the national amateur radio organization.  No other gathering 

of hams does or can do what the ARRL does in terms of working with the FCC, Congress, and 

the international community.  No other organization has developed anywhere near the same 

level of resources to help you with technical concerns, legal concerns, and educational 

opportunities.  In terms of keeping this hobby and all our activities safe, if not ARRL, who else? 

We are facing some problems.  The cost of publishing a paper magazine is sky rocketing just 

like everything else.  There are shortages of paper for printing.  And there are challenges in 

maintaining a healthy level of staffing – just like every other organization.  We have a significant 

budget deficit this year.  Can we survive it?  Absolutely.  Clever people established an ARRL 

endowment.  It is at about $40,000,000 at the moment.  The interest off that endowment helps 

cover the funds shortage.  Does this shortage portend well for the future?  No.  It needs to be 

fixed. 

Steps being taken include careful staffing, finding ways to cut costs, and finding ways to 

increase revenue.  All right – the 900-pound turkey. Dues will probably go up.  Let’s think about 
that.  Dues are now $49 per year and have been at that level for several years.  At almost any 

hamfest, someone complains about the cost.  Yes, there are people with financial limitations 

and difficulties who find annual cost too much.  And, yes, we need to find ways to accommodate 
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dedicated members who are in such situations.  Many of them give back to the hobby in elbow 

grease and encouragement to younger hams.   

Consider what it costs to subscribe to a ham magazine such as CQ.  The cost is about $42 a 

year last time I looked.  That does not include all the services and activities provided by the 

ARRL.  The $49 membership dues are 94 cents a week.  Give up one of those fancy lottie 

creamy chocolate frothy coffees and you’ve paid for at least a month’s worth of ARRL dues. 

Some things are being considered.  For example, going all digital on the magazines.  They are 

all available digitally to all members now.  For those people who want a paper magazine (and I 

can understand that), then charge a reasonable amount for a paper subscription.  Please don’t 
send out notice that this has been decided.  It hasn’t. But it is under consideration.  To be sure, 
you will also be hearing about new revenue opportunities through new products.   

We need your help, your ideas, and most importantly, your understanding as we solve these 

challenges. 

One more thing.  As David Minster announced, this is the “Year of the Volunteer”.  It is time to 
celebrate all the people in ham radio who do things for others.  This is for people like you who 

spend time as a VE or in an ARES activation, running a net, as a storm spotter, or as someone 

teaching a class for new hams.  As part of the celebration, the “Volunteers on the Air” or VOTA 
event is going on all year.  It’s all automatic.  Work one of the ARRL officials or appointees and 
you get points. Work one of the special W1AW/X stations and you will get points.  Stations in 

each section of our Division will be active twice for one week as W1AW/Ø.  You can upload your 

contact log to Logbook of the World (LoTW) but you don’t have to.  The ARRL people will be 
uploading their logs and your call sign will be there for a contact.  If you work me, you get 250 

points, since I’m a director.  Please take a look at this webpage for more information: 

https://vota.arrl.org.  There will be “leader board” that will give your standing.  I look forward to 
talking to you on the air.  I’ll be on FT8, SSB, AM, and (sometimes) CW. 

‘Nuff said.  Welcome to 2023.  Welcome to a renewed ARRL.   

73, Art K0AIZ 

  

https://vota.arrl.org/
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Things to Remember and Things to be Proud About 
[Contributed in response to a request for articles – Art] 

 
Emergency Operations 
Russ Neu, KØNEU 

 
August 1969.  Summer vacation.   

I just graduated from high school.  I was operating out of the Lockheed-Marietta (GA) club 

station:  WA4QPL.  Hurricane Camille had just devastated Biloxi, MS.   

I was monitoring traffic and relief operations on the hurricane nets.  A lot of emergency supplies 

were converging on the airfield at Keesler AFB in Biloxi.  Since Lockheed shared a runway with 

Dobbins Air Reserve Base (at the time, they flew C-124 cargo aircraft), I contacted Dobbins Air 

Ops to see if they needed to get any information to Keesler.   

Low/behold – they had 2 aircraft loaded and ready to go to Keesler – but, no contact with 

Keesler regarding info about runway conditions, operations, etc.  I was happy I was able to 

phone-patch them into Keesler Operations (who was monitoring via K5TYP at Keesler) to 

coordinate the flight details.  That alone was a rewarding success for me.   

Dobbins didn’t know how I was able to contact Keesler Air Ops – so, I explained the hurricane 

net, frequency, etc.  Well, a couple hours later, among the QRM and massive amount of 

stations bouncing on/off frequency of the net – the relative “disciplined protocol” of the net was 
interrupted by a very weak signal repeatedly calling “hello?, hello?”  Net control got everyone to 
shut-up (i.e. clear the frequency) & standby for the caller.  It was one of the C-124’s enroute to 
Keesler wanting a last-minute update on weather, runway conditions, and airfield frequencies!!  

They had no way to communicate with Keesler – other than ham radio frequencies.  Net control 

hooked them up with Keesler, and the precious cargo was safely delivered.  A moment in ham 

radio that made me proud!   

You Brought Back Some Memories 
John M. Ely, WØGN 
 
Hi Art, 
 
First of all, thanks for speaking to the CVARC last night. Seeing your basement station brings 
back memories.  
 
I had a Viking Ranger when I was a kid. The function switch was hard to turn and after a few 
months I decided to "fix" it. I had Gun Slick in my cleaning kit for my 22 rifle. I applied it to the 
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switch. It still turned hard, so I put more of this graphite compound the contacts. Everything 
seemed OK for a week or so.  
 
One day, as I was going from TX to RX, a loud buzzing occurred and the plate current jumped 
all over the meter dial. As I recall, I unplugged the Ranger. That was the end of the Ranger until 
I worked for E F Johnson a few years later!  
 
At Johnson's, I replaced the function switch and got it working. Next, I bought the grid block 
keying assembly that had burned up when I was a Novice. Unfortunately, I found the Ranger's 
transformer had been changed to add a winding, I think. That way the dropping resistors would 
not be needed any more in the old grid block keyer. Anyhow, I just bought a new replacement 
transformer. 
 
In Waseca, I lived over a TV store in the middle of downtown. There was a cable that was 
anchored to our building to hang Christmas light on. I just ran a wire out the window and across 
the front of the building to it. I used my brand new, employee discounted, Matchbox to tune it. I 
worked all over the world with the Ranger that way. I also checked into MSN, the Minnesota 
traffic net every night. 
 
I used an employee discounted Johnson T/R switch so I wouldn't have to keep switching the 
between the Ranger and HQ-170 I purchased from another ham in Waseca.  
 
Anyhow, one night I forgot to put the Ranger in TX. I was in spot mode. I sent my call once to 
check into MSN and K0ORK came right back and said I was weak. He was in Minneapolis, as I 
recall! 
 
Somewhat later, still in Waseca, I bought a Collins 32V from I guy I worked with. The trouble 
was the PTO signal would feed through the T/R switch enough to be a problem. I just stole 
Johnson's design, used the 32V's sidetone tube, and added a second tube socket for the keyer. 
I removed the ground lead from the PTO plug and used that to run to the keyer. By then I was 
working at Collins and used Collins "Blue Glyp" (hardware locking fluid) to reseal the PTO. After 
baking out the removable, spark plug like, descendant tube in the oven, it worked just perfectly! 
And the glyp seal held for many years! Eventually, the decesant tube turned pink, and I should 
bake it out again.  
 
Incidentally, I first joined ARRL while I was still trying to learn Morse by ear. I remember the first 
dues increase was 20%, from four up to five dollars a year. ARRL had a QST ad about "the five 
dollar signal". After high school I let my membership lapse a few times and finally became a life 
member so there would be no more lapses. Those were the days. Thanks for bringing back all 
those memories. 
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Helping a New Ham 
John Kovac, KØVAC 
 
Today I am helping a brand shiny new ham get his OCF dipole installed. He passed his FCC 
exam last week. He has not yet been issued his call sign, but I know he is serious about 
advancing his license as he purchased an IC-7300 for his station. He just retired in September 
after over 40 years as County Ag Agent here in Geary County. 
 
In the past 3 weeks I have repaired or replaced 3 dipoles for NØOER, Gene Douglas, a 
disabled Veteran friend of mine. He now is talking with ham friends he has not contacted in 10 
years, and from the look of his shack, there is now a LOT GOING ON. 

 
I look forward to a great year ahead. 
 

Hams Helping Non-Hams 
Dick White, KSØM 

 
About 20 years ago I got a call from a doctor in the Missouri State Hospital for the Mentally ill.  He was 

asking for help contacting his family in Bogotá Columbia South America. There had been an earthquake 

in the town where his family lived.  

 

After a bit of effort, I made contact with a ham in Bogota and she said the only way to contact that town 

was through a repeater on top of the mountain separating the two cities.  

 

She made the 2 meter contact for us.  The doctor’s brother was located and he confirmed that all the 
family was ok. The doctor was very thankful that I was able to help him. When all else fails—Ham Radio. 

  

Gene’s Shack 



 

 

ARRL Midwest Division Newsletter — January 2023  

 

 

7 

 

Remembering Reynolds Davis, KØGND 
Skip Walter, ADØH 
 
Your report of Reynolds Davis, KØGND, becoming a Silent Key, coupled with last week’s news 
of fatalities after an Indonesian soccer match, reminded me of my visit to Brussels in 1985.  I 
had met Reynolds at the Lincoln Amateur Radio Club in the 70s when I was a new faculty 
member at the University of Nebraska.  He was one of the energetic sparkplugs who made that 
an active club.  One of the members was a young Joe Eisenberg (KØNEB), who now writes a 
popular column for CQ magazine.   
 
I kept in touch with several Lincoln friends when I moved on in the 80s, eventually teaching at 
Iowa State University, which counted Reynolds as one of its graduates.  His employer, a 
pharmaceutical firm, transferred him to a position in Brussels in 1985.  I was planning an 
England and continental vacation at that time, and he agreed to put me up for a few days.  The 
channel crossing by hovercraft to Rotterdam was made lively by a number of Liverpool football 
fans headed (no pun intended) for a European Cup Final with the Italian team, Juventus.  In 
ancient ham language, I would say that 807s were involved.   
 
As I recall, I telephoned Reynolds from a train station near his village and he drove us to his 
rented house, complete with a backyard roomy enough for a few verticals.  He was well aware 
of the boisterous behavior of (especially) British fans and said, “Some people will probably be 
killed tonight.”  Reynolds had become familiar with some of the Brussels restaurants and said, 
“This is where Parisians come when they want a good meal.”   
 
Midway through dinner, we heard sirens some distance away.  Then a policeman arrived and 
spoke with the headwaiter, who announced that they had been ordered to lock the doors, let no-
one in, but we should continue to enjoy your dinners and wait for further information.  Then 
dessert was served to everyone, a pleasant way to enforce a leisurely dinner.  In about an hour, 
another police official gave the “all-clear” and customers were able to leave at will.  I learned 
that, if circumstances leave you stranded, it’s best to have that happen when you’re inside a 
Brussels restaurant.  Ohers weren’t as fortunate:  the late-night news revealed that 39 were 
killed and 800 injured when the mass of fans crowded against a concrete wall, which collapsed 
onto the people below.   
 
In recent years, Reynolds and my paths crossed only on brief contacts during h.f. contests.  I 
had heard that his health was failing and he had sold off his equipment, so I was not surprised 
by the news of his death.  Reynolds was a good guy, a good ham, and good for amateur radio.  
KØGND, rest in peace. 
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Memorable QSL Cards 
[Following a suggestion by John Flint, KAØLDB, I asked Division members to send me their 

favorite QSLs – Art] 

 
Frank Cahoy, KØBLT 
 

I have about100,000 of them in my collection so it was difficult to choose just one.  

 

This card is super special, however. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I was on my lunch hour and on 15 M. CW. I'd just made contact with ZS2EO. Someone 

called out that JFK had just been shot. Thru the TV snow I gathered what details there were. 

I'd asked the ZS to QRX and he did so. I gave him the few details I'd gathered. That leads me 

to think that ZS2EO was the first person in So. Afr. to hear the news. 

 
  



 

 

ARRL Midwest Division Newsletter — January 2023  

 

 

9 

 

John Flint, KAØLDB 
 
My favorite QSL card falls in the sentimental category.  My only known relative ham is a great uncle 

(who I never met), George Bell, WØKTH, of Bethany, MO.  Dad gave me one of his 1940s hand drawn 

commercially printed QSL cards.  The card shows the antenna farm as an 80 meter full wave doublet and 

beam fed with ladder line. A 1948 QSL card recently on eBay states the station was running 

Hammarlund Comet Pro Avc receiver and a 6L6/807/813 transmitter for 250 watts on ‘fone’.  Lastly, this 
card proudly proclaims ARRL membership since 1932! 
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Joe Rinella, KGØHG 
 
I have included two QSL cards that I think are kind of neat.  
 
The first, KCØKCI, was the one and only 
QSL card printed for the dedication of the 
Kansas City 
International Airport. They operated an 
amateur radio station in October, 1972 
and it was promoted by the Mobile 
Amateur Radio Awards Club based in 
Mission, KS. I was a freshman in high 
school back then with my General Class 
license and remember traveling to KCI 
back in the day for the dedication. 
 
There were quite a few people there to 
celebrate the airport opening which was one of a few airports with the "Drive To Your Gate" 

concept. Total cost of the airport back then 
was $255M!  
 
The second QSL card is one that probably 
a few hams would like to acquire. I had the 
opportunity to work the Hiram Percy Maxim 
Memorial Station last year for the first time. 
In my 54 years of being a ham and 
scanning the airwaves, I hadn't chased 
W1AW purposely until last year when my 
guilt caught up with me to catch Joe, NJ1Q, 
the station manager and station trustee for 
the infamous memorial station in 

Newington, CT for a short SSB QSO on 40m. He invited me for a tour of the station sometime, 
and I think I will take him up on it either this year, or next after retirement, 
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Randy Schulze, KDØHKD 
 

Late in the evening during June of 2012, I was at the home shack, spinning the dial, and not 

finding much on the air. The noise level was very low, but not much activity. On 15 meters, I 

heard a faint voice calling CQ to which I replied. There was a pause when the voice came 

back saying, “Wow! I turned on the radio to call for a few of my local mates, and I found a 

Yank! How’s it going?” The station was Ken Osborn – ZL3OZ in New Zealand! We were both 

surprised! Ken sent me a very nice, hand drawn QSL card. You simply don’t know who or 
where you’re going to run into someone interesting on the ham radio bands! 
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Mark Van Hooser, WBØFNA 
 

The attached QSL card is from then WN0GKH from Janesville, MN (now WB0GKH), 

we were 14 & 15 years old then. While the card shows it age, our friendship has 

lasted for over 50 years. Having had many CW QSO’s as novices and later SSB. We 
both worked hard to attain our Extra Class licenses and went on to successful 

careers. Now in our mid 60’s we still enjoy QSO’s and our lifelong friendship. 
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Dave Propper, K2DP, Midwest Division Vice Director 
 

“Bea” Dietz, WA2GPT, was a friend of 
my parents (my OM was WA2GEX), 

who befriended all young hams on 

Long Island through pleasant chats on 

2 meter “AM” back in the mid-1960s’ 
prior to the advent of FM and repeaters 

on VHF and UHF. Bea created these 

hand painted QSL’s for those of us 
entering the hobby as young people 

(ages 12 and 13 at the time). Her QSL 

always holds a special place in my 

memories of my beginning days in 

amateur radio. 

 

Helen Schmock, W8GJX, and I had a 

nice QSO on 40 mtrs SSB when I was 

15 years old. Little did I realize at the 

time that I was having a chat with a 

woman who had accomplished so 

much throughout her lifetime ! The 

author of 17 books, an accomplished 

dancer, musician, pilot for the US Army 

Air Force during WW II, a teacher of 

radio and electronics for the Air Force 

during WW II, artist, holder of a 

Commercial FCC license and 

photographer, to name just a few.  

Some of Helen’s publications focused 
around Amateur Radio.  Helen became the FIRST YL to be inducted into the QCWA (Quarter 

Century Wireless Association) in 1954. Helen’s hand drawn artwork for her QSL depicts her late 
1940’s station beautifully. 
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Unfortunately, I don’t remember anything 
specific about my QSO with Maria Delores, 

EA5HC. Again, this QSO dates from my 

teenage years in the mid-1960’s. Our QSO 
was on 15 meters SSB and lasted 15-20 

minutes according to my log, which was a 

nice QSO for a DX station.  However, her 

hand embroidered (or is more correctly 

called needlepoint  ?) QSL is without a doubt 

, one of the most interesting and unique 

QSL’s I have ever received !  The old 
expression “the final courtesy of a  QSO is a 
QSL” was more than fulfilled by Maria’s QSL 
card ! I considered myself quite fortunate to 

have received one of these collectibles. 

 

 

 
 
 

  



 

 

ARRL Midwest Division Newsletter — January 2023  

 

 

15 

 

Bruce Frahm, KØBJ 
 
I've been in Thailand since 25 October, and will come home ~ 20 December. RAST (the Thai 
ARRL) used to hold monthly meetings but during and post-COVID are meeting irregularly and I 

won't get in on anything at that level. However, I was 
part of a large team of Thai and foreign ops for 
CQWW SSB at E2A (HS0ZGD station). These were 
top-flight contesters and I only did a few stints on the 
multi-radio in our Multi/2 entry.  
 
There were big issues with de-mothballing the station 
after COVID and in the 3 days before the contest I did 
five climbs of a 9-meter tower (mostly with one or two 
other climbers); one of them had us up there 5 hours! 
Luckily there is a super platform. This was my first 
time at E2A in Nakhon Ratchasima, about 6 hours 
from son 

Jon KB0MBS' home. We made a record-setting score 
for a Zone 26 station of ANY category.  
 
E2X (E20GMY station) is only 90 minutes away and I 
did my 5th CQWW CW Multi/Single there. E20MDN 
and I were the only run station ops. Owner Phot ran 
the multi-station when not occupied with IT, hardware 
or other issues. The off-duty run op often covered the 
multi-radio in that case.  
 
At home in Uttaradit, I am HS0ZLB 
running a KX3/KPA100 and a 'counterfeit' 
Force 12 Yagi up 10 meters. Three years 
ago, I got on FT8 which was really handy 
as there was not much CW to be found 
on the high bands with my station. I 
planned to do so again but with improved 
sunspots there's enough action on CW to 
keep my interest. I even found a 
computer mic of Jon's and made SSB 
QSOs with friends Chuck WY7M as 
XV9DL, and Bun E25KAE visiting in 
Taiwan as BW/E25KAE. 
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Clubs and Events 
 

MO-KAN Presents Eagle Award Recipient at Sparkfest 
Randy Schulze, KDØHKID 

 
The MO-Kan Regional Council presented its prestigious Eagle Award to Keith Kaiser, WA0TJT, 
at the Sedalia Sparkfest, which was held on October 15. In the presence of everyone attending 
the event, MO-KAN Chairman Randall Schulze, KDØHKD, presented Keith with his trophy and 
a framed certificate depicting Keith’s efforts and contributions to the Amateur Radio community, 
which he read aloud over the loudspeaker. The crowd erupted in applause, a well-deserved 
display of admiration for Keith, who had no idea he would be receiving the award that day. Keith 
is only the fifth individual to ever receive the Eagle Award. 
 

Keith was chosen to receive the award for his 
exceptional contribution to Amateur Radio, specifically 
for the creation and implementation of Net Control 
Manager, a Net logging program focusing on 
streamlining groups involved with emergency 
coordination and served agencies rather than 
contesting. The program is highly efficient, not only 
logging things like scheduled ARES Nets and the like, 
but also situational nets, such as emergency storm 
nets, thereby providing immediate, up-to-date 
information when it counts the most, and it also offers 
the ability to generate a multitude of different reports 
from a logged net which are formatted to acceptable 
standards required by certain supporting agencies, 
such as EMAs. Keith is continually working to improve 
the functionality and efficiency of Net Control Manager, 
which is currently being utilized by over 800 groups 
across the nation. If you’d like to see Net Control 
Manager for yourself, visit net-control.us. 
 
While everyone who witnessed the award presentation 
that day was excited to see something rather 
unexpected at a typical hamfest, many were left 
wondering exactly what the Eagle Award is, especially 
those who traveled to the event from outside the MO-

KAN region. Luckily, the MO-KAN Council had a table at the event to provide resources and 
information to anyone who stopped by. While mainly there to provide newer operators the 
opportunity to connect with an Elmer in their area, MO-KAN also provides resources and 
information to any Amateur Radio operator, no matter their class or level of experience. If they 
don’t have what someone is looking for, they do their very best find it. 
 

 
MO-KAN Chairman Randall 
Schulze, KD0HKD, presents the 
Eagle Award certificate to Keith 
Kaiser, WA0TJT. 
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So, what is the Eagle Award? 
 
During the Spring of 2012, an independent effort was initiated with the coordination and input 
from as many of the of the Amateur Radio Clubs from the Kansas City region that could be 
found to recognize the work of Larry Staples, W0AIB, of Larry’s List. This launched the award 
program of the MO-KAN Regional Council. 
 
Initially, the award included a framed certificate and a trophy depicting an American Bald Eagle 
in flight, thus gaining the award the name of the Eagle Award. Sometime after the second trophy 
was awarded, Larry Staples, the first award recipient, suggested that using an Astatic D-104 
Silver Eagle Microphone for the trophy might be more appropriate, as it would more accurately 
represent Amateur Radio while still maintaining the “Eagle” in the award’s name. Thus, the 
Silver Eagle Microphone was then mounted on a stunning wooden base crafted by the talented 
David Albright, KE0DSV, resulting in a beautiful trophy that has since become the hallmark of 
the Eagle Award. 
 
The purpose of the Eagle Award to recognize the significant efforts and successes of individuals 
from the Kansas City Region who have accomplished great work or outstanding service to the 
Amateur Radio Community which would be considered above and beyond normal expectations. 
Since 2012, this award has only been granted five times. Those who have received this award 
are well-known to many area clubs and groups as having a significant, long-lasting impact on 
the Amateur Radio Community at large, reaching far beyond one targeted radio club or group, 
their contributions building a legacy for everyone in the Amateur Radio Community. 
 
In 2012, Larry Staples, Jr., W0AIB, became the first recipient of the Eagle Award for the creation 
and continuation of Larry’s List, a legacy spanning decades. Norma Libby, W0KC, received the 
award in 2014 for her dedication and service as a Volunteer Examiner Coordinator. In 2019, 
Chet Hallberg, K0TCB, and his wife Mary Jo, K0TGU, were recognized for their many years of 
service and leadership among the American Red Cross, the Ararat Shriners and their 
contributions toward the Shriner’s Repeater. They were the first recipients of the new trophy 
style featuring the the Silver Eagle Microphone in the design. Larry Woodworth, W0HSX, was 
honored for his extensive efforts and many years of service at the Ensor Museum, ensuring its 
continued operation as a nationally registered historical location. This year, 2022, Keith Kaiser, 
WA0TJT, joined the ranks of this exclusive list for his commitment and dedication to the 
advancement to Amateur Radio. 
 
The Eagle Award is not one given lightly, as it is meant to distinguish an individual who has, for 
lack of a better term, “set the bar” in a specific area of Amateur Radio. Therefore, candidates for 
the award are considered by nomination only, and are chosen by vote of the MO-KAN Council 
Board after reviewing those nominations. If you know someone you feel deserves consideration 
for the Eagle Award, the guidelines and criteria for nominees can be found within the current 
nomination form. More information about the Eagle Award, its history and its recipients, as well 
as the nomination form for future candidate considerations, can be found at 
http://mokancouncil.org/awards.html. 
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The St. Louis QRP Society Celebrates 35 Years 
Keith Arns, KCØPP 

 
 
It is hard to believe that it has been 35 years since we first met in November 1987.  NFØR and 
KCØPP organized a meeting of local amateurs that had an interest in QRP and construction.  It 
was hoped there would be maybe 20 folks attending.  But, in fact the room was standing room 

only.  As requested, many brought a kit or two 
that they had built for a show and tell. 
 
Due to the enthusiasm and interest shown on 
the first night, it was at this meeting the 
decision was made to start a local club.  It was 
also decided that we wanted a group that was 
interested in discussing amateur radio at the 
meetings and not business.  So, there are no 
officers.  We have an emcee, newsletter editor 
and treasurer that are volunteers.  There is no 
constitution and if someone makes a motion or 
asks for a vote they are discouraged.  We also 

made the decision to keep the club local, not to trying and compete with what were the only 
major clubs in the U.S. at the time, the QRP ARCI and the Michigan QRP Club.  We believe that 
the St. Louis QRP Society (SLQS) was the only independent local QRP club in the U.S. at the 
time. 
 
There are monthly meetings 
which began in January of 
1988.  We were fortunate to 
have a professor who worked 
at the Meramec Community 
College on the South end of St. 
Louis County.  This is where 
we started with meetings.  
Later we had another member 
who had connections with 
Florissant Valley Community 
College in Northern St. Louis 
County.  After we found out that 
they had a Ham Radio Station 
and antennas on the 
Engineering building, meetings were moved there.  Before the meetings, members would come 
early and be able to show off their projects by connecting them to antennas and allowing others 
to check them out.  We have had a monthly edition of our newsletter named The Peanut Whistle 
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for the entire time.  There have also been several Bonus Issues usually produced around our 
annual anniversary. 
 

We have been extremely fortunate to 
have several members who were 
engineers, fabricators and designers 
that contributed their time and 
energy to help produce kits for the 
members. There have been many 
additional contributions to the club 
from QRP Community Elites around 
the country providing articles, advice 
on kits, parts and even some kits. 
 
There are many activities during the 
year.  The main event is Field Day.  
But we also have an annual picnic, 
tailgate swap night and anniversary 
dinner each November.  Throughout 
the years we have had key show and 
tell nights, fall outings and several 
builders contests.  Today aside from 
Field Day there are several one-day 

outings and POTA activations by retirees and maybe a few that play hooky from work. 
 
The SLQS has been successful thanks mainly to the members and contributors and we have 
great memories as we will continue in the future. 
 
 

Sand Hills ARC Celebrates 75 Years of ARRL Affiliation 
Rod Hogg, KØEQH 

 
The Sand Hills Amateur Radio Club, (SHARC) celebrated its 75th year of affliation with the 

ARRL in 2022.  The club was founded in 1946 and became affliated with ARRL May 2, 1947.  

The original name of club was the Garden City Amateur Radio Club, later changed in 1970 to 

Sand Hills Amateur Radio Club to represent an area club rather than just Garden City, KS.   

Over the years the club has participated in Field Day, Sweepstakes, held hamfests and hosted 

swap meets.  Club members have participated in POTA activities and have held special event 

operations from various locations.  

The SHARC is incorporated in Kansas as a non-profit corporation and is a registered 501C-3 

enity.   

 
Award Winners!   

From the left: “Master Chef” Robert Pritchard, 
KØFHG, “Best Zoom Coordinator” Jonathan Poland, 
NØWL, “Best FT8 FD Captain” George Walters, 
AEØTT, “Best Treasurer” Thomas Brown, WØMFQ, 
“Best FD Chairman” Jeffrey Logullo, NØMII (not 
pictured) 
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SHARC operates several repeater stations including 6 meters, 2 meters and 70 cm.  They are 

also participants in the SKECT (Southwest Kansas Emergency Communications Team) network 

of linked UHF stations in several hospitals in the area. 

The club has an active ARRL VE team and conducts testing at it's club meetings or where 

convenient to the candidate.  Club meetings are held every other month (odd months) at the 

Scott County Library, Scott City, KS on the first Thursday of month at 7:30PM CT.  

WØEEE Celebrating 100 Years of Radio 
John Flint, KAØLDB 

 

The WØEEE Amateur Radio Club at the Missouri 

University of Science &Technology (MO S&T) in Rolla, 

MO is planning an April 15th 2023 event commemorating 

the Radio Club‘s 100th birthday.  The school newspaper 

documents the Club formation in September 1923. 

 

Advanced event planning is in work and former Club members are invited to attend an in-person event 

at Alex’s Pizza Palace in Rolla.  See the flyer below for details.  This is also a great opportunity to 

reconnect with old college friends.  Event details will be provided in early 2023.  The club is also 

considering ideas for those not able to attend in person. 

 

The Club has bounced back after the pandemic and is active on campus providing communication 

“consulting” to student design groups and on the air contesting.  The current station is a multi-op setup 

and antenna farm maintenance was recently completed just in time for Cycle 25 upswing.  The Club 2-

meter repeater is used regularly by members and local hams.  The Shack remains both an operating and 

hang-out spot.  If the lamp in the Window is on, someone is in the Shack. 

 

Current members are interested in Club history and look forward to meeting more Club alumni.  Former 

members routinely visit the shack every year.  Please forward this note to alumni who might not see this 

Newsletter. 

 

WØEEE Club Formation:  The Club formed in 1923 and has a 92-year presence on the Missouri 

University Science & Technology (MO S&T) campus. Also in 1923, Prof. Miller brought his personal set to 

Norwood Hall and would listen to Sports News with other radio enthusiasts.  Estimating just 5 new Club 

members per year yields the potential for 500 Club members.  The same Heathkit SB-220 amplifier is 

likely the longest serving member at 45 + years – HI!  The Club has an archive of meeting minutes and a 

lot of effort is needed to capture more history.  Alumni will surely provide interesting anecdotes as well.  
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Historical school names include the Missouri School of Mines and Metallurgy (MSM) and the University 

of Missouri – Rolla (UMR).  The University provides great facilities support and the volunteer faculty 

advisors represent and guide the Club 

in official school matters. 

 

Callsigns:   

1930 - Amateur radio call sign W9DUM 

issued to John Douglas Martin Jr. (a 

graduate student in EE)  

1931 - Station address listed as 

Norwood Hall on the Missouri School of 

MSM campus  

1938 - W9EEE listed as the M.S.M. 

Amateur Radio Club 

1947 - The MSM Amateur Radio Club 

assigned the WØEEE call sign with a 

Rolla Building address 

 

Known Station Locations:  

1931 to 1947 - Jackling 

Gymnasium/Norwood 

1947 to 1996 - Rolla Building 

1996 to 1999 - Buehler Building 

1999 to Present - Emerson Electric 

Company Hall 

 

We look forward to meeting you! 
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ARRL Midwest Division Convention and Winterfest 2023 
Rebecca Carroll, KC9CIJ 

 
Winterfest 2023 is back at the Gateway Convention Center (Collinsville,  IL) with over 180 
vendors, 240 tables, 1200+ attendees, and 30,000 square feet of indoor vendor space. This 
hamfest is a don’t miss opportunity with Education Alley, all-day forums, and a DX/ARRL Friday 
night banquet!  Winterfest will be held on January 28th, 2023.  All current info can be found at 
winterfest.slsrc.org 

Winterfest is the largest annual Hamfest in the Saint Louis metropolitan and bi-state area and 
draws ham attendees from the states of MO, KS, IL, IA, and IN. SLSRC plans to make this 
Winterfest the largest and best in the history of the event. 

ARRL Midwest Division Convention 

Winterfest has been chosen as the ARRL Midwest Division convention in 2023. The Midwest 
ARRL Division covers the states of MO, IA, KS, & NE. In addition to the convention meetings, 
there will also be QSL card checking and VE testing. Additional details related to the ARRL 
Midwest Division Convention will be found at the Midwest Division website - 
http://www.arrlmidwest.org/. 

W9DYV Symposium 

The W9DYV Radio Symposium, January 27, 2023, keeps Wes Schum’s innovative spirit alive 
by educating Today’s Hams on the hobby’s rich technological history, encouragement of at-
home experimentation, and by providing grassroots introductions to latest-generation 
communications techniques. No matter your particular Ham Radio Interest, Winterfest’s 
excellent array of Symposium forums, commercial vendors, and bone-yard treats will relegate 
Covid to the rear-view mirror, bring smiles to your faces – and more rigs and accessories to the 
shack! 

Education Alley at Winterfest 

Education Alley is a whole section concentrating on youth in Amateur Radio, STEM projects, 
robotics, space, ARISS, satellites, and the maker community.  If you would like to sponsor a 
table for a young amateur radio operator or group to help showcase their project or event, 
please contact the planning committee at winterfest@slsrc.org.   

DX & ARRL Banquet 

Friday, January 27, 2023, Winterfest will sponsor a DX and ARRL banquet. Please join us for a 
social hour starting at 5 p.m. and dinner at 6 p.m. The Winterfest planning committee is looking 
for table sponsors and vendors for the banquet. If your company or club would like to sponsor a 
table, donate a door prize or set up a booth, please contact the planning committee at 
winterfest@slsrc.org. 

Visit our website at winterfest.slsrc.org to purchase tables or tickets and check out all the 
exciting changes that are coming.  For more information regarding Winterfest, visit our website 
or contact us at winterfest@slsrc.org. 

https://winterfest.slsrc.org/
http://www.arrlmidwest.org/
https://winterfest.slsrc.org/
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[This article was printed in part in the last newsletter.  Rather than make you go back and find it, 

the article is printed in its entirety here-Art] 

 Throwing Down the Gonset 
A LINEAR AMPLIFIER REBUILD 

George R. Blake W6BDD | 05/23/2022 

Introduction 

The Gonset 101 was produced by Waterproof Electric Company, Burbank, California. It was one of many 

Linear Amplifiers produced using the 811A Triode Vacuum tube. Others would follow. Gonset still 

remains a favorite amongst old Ham’s and is quite sought after. 
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WHY Repair a gonset? 

Growing up I LOVED old electronics equipment. I would look around for surplus military equipment that 

had been thrown away, tear it apart and see what made it tick. I cut my teeth on tube units back in the 

1960’s and 1970’s. My Father, George O. Blake, was a District Manager for the Ventura County Star-Free 

Press headquartered in Ventura, California. On Saturday night / Sunday morning he would drive to 

Ventura, pick up the newspaper bundles for the newsboys in Simi Valley, California and deliver them. He 

would see TV’s and Radios that people had thrown in the trash and occasionally bring one home.  

Later, I had a very good friend and Mentor / Elmer I met, Donald Raduziner (the late W6BDD) who 

taught me how to measure, detect, repair and test Amateur (Ham) radios, amplifiers, television sets, 

etc. Don used to be in the U.S. Air Force and operated AFRS (Armed Forces Radio Service) systems.  

 I had always meant to obtain my Ham Radio License when I was younger. However, learning Morse 

code proved to be a problem as I could never get the code down right. In 2020, while I was laid off due 

to covid-19 at my company, I decided it was time to try again for my license. After passing my Technician 

and then General during the same exam, I set about obtaining my equipment. A friend, Bill Cockerell 

(K6LLI) gave me his Yaesu FT-301D rig that he had parked in his closet over 20 years ago.  

Enter the Gonset 101 

I was interested in obtaining a Linear amplifier for my HF bands. I kept looking but nothing was 

reasonably priced. I also was monitoring David Shulman’s Auction site (WDØERU) for deals. I finally 

found my Gonset 101 on his site. It was old, dirty, and missing the entire High Voltage Plate section. 

However, for those very reasons hardly anyone wanted it. No power supply was sold with the RF chassis. 

Even with the HV section gone, it still weighs about 80 pounds. It was struggle to get it into my house 

from the car.  

This allowed me, however, to work with a clean slate. Having designed many power supplies, this would 

be a “piece de resistance” of a tube power section. I could add attributes missing from most Linears: 
EMI/RFI Filtering, Soft Start, Lightning protection, etc. 
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The chassis was rather filthy. After I cleaned it up 

enough to handle, I removed the four 811A tubes 

and checked the bases and caps for separation. I am 

fairly proficient with ExpressPCB Plus and drew out 

the entire Linear schematic so I knew what I had. 

My friend, Bill Cockerell, had spent a lifetime 

building Transmitters and Amplifiers for a living and 

was also a Ham. He was a big help in unwinding 

some of the mysteries of the Gonset.  

original modifications 

Besides the HV section being missing, the original 

8009 tube circuit for HV Plate and RF Output 

measurement was disabled. In its place was a Plate 

Current / Plate Voltage measurement circuit. A 

Resistor from the HV Return to ground supplied the 

ability to read this. A HV probe point for reading the 

actual current was installed at the rear along with a 

calibration control to adjust the meter for accurate 

reading.  

The original 120 VDC RF Relay, K1, was modified. 

Before, the Exciter RF input went straight to the 

Filaments and modulated the system. The RF HV 

output would be switched in / out with the Receiver 

connection to the antenna. Now, the RF Relay is a 

bypass for a Transceiver, then would activate to 

route the RF from a Transceiver to the Filaments. 

The Linear output would then be routed to the Antenna. A secondary 120 VAC socketed Relay, K2, was 

employed to control the Grid operation and activate K1. However, this was still all 120 VAC control and 

operation. Not very conducive to using a Yaesu FT-301D. 
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Since I was looking for a Plate Transformer I was 

informed by a fellow Ham, Chester Hallberg 

(K0TCB) that he had a 3,000 Vac C.T. Transformer 

from a company called LoudenBoomer who was 

acquired by Halicrafters. I went with full-wave 

bridge rectifier with 2,000 volt PIV diodes. I also 

added resistors around them for balance. 

Next was the filter capacitors. I found some 

10,000 uF, 450 Vdc Nippon Chemi-Con capacitors 

on EBay relatively cheap ($25 versus $400). The 

original supply consisted of five 100 uF capacitors 

in series with 100K resistors across them for 

balance and protection. This equated to 20 uF 

total for a ripple of 208 volts. The new design has 

2,000 uF and is only 5 volts AC of ripple, a vast 

improvement.  

I greatly improved the EMI / RFI filtering. Once the 

AC enters the power supply, it is wrapped around a 

large Ferrite choke for filtering. After this, it goes to 

a 20-amp Corcom EMI/RFI filter. 120 Vac is split 

between the AC contactor and a solid-state relay. 

The SSR is rated for 25 amps and controls the line 

voltage to the contactor. It has a Zero Phase Crossing 

circuit internally that only allows turn on when the 

phase is at Zero, which reduces surges. The output of 

the contactor goes to the primary winding, a choke 

and a GFCI. As the voltage comes up, the contactor 

closes and full current flows to the transformer. 

While this is occurring, 120 Vac is sent to the Gonset 

chassis and the Filaments, Grid and fan are turned 

on.  A neon indicator illuminates to indicate power is 

now ON to the chassis. At this point everything has power applied.  

With the relays K1 and K2 in their STANDBY positions, the Grids are fed -100 Vdc for cutoff. The 6-pin 

DIN connector at the rear matches the ACC connector on the Yaesu FT-301D. Keying the Transceiver, in 

turn, actuates K2 and then K1. At the same time the Grid voltage changes from -100 Vdc to -4.2 Vdc, 
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allowing the 811A tubes to start working. A toggle switch on the front panel (IN/OUT) enables or 

disables the transmit keying functionality of the relays. When keying occurs, a red neon TRANSMIT light 

(Plate HV) illuminates, indicating that the 120 Vdc relay (K1) has been powered. Once the Plate Current 

is applied the meter can be adjusted at a rear panel test point, and then adjust the Ip CALIBRATE control 

so that the meter reads correctly. 

 

Power Testing 

When I first powered up the supply, I used a 40 kV 

Voltage Probe on the B+ side of the capacitor stack. 

The supply read 1700 Vdc. Testing the B- side of the 

power supply to ground with my DMM set on Amps 

I found it is capable of 3 amps of current. This 

amounts to 5 kVa of power. 

Next, I powered the chassis Filament circuits 

independent of the power supply. I quit using the 

6.3 VAC secondary on the filament transformer that 

was being used for the -100 / -4 VDC supplies. I 

added two new transformers, bridge rectifiers and 

caps. I also added a variable resistor for the -4 VDC 

supply so I could play around with the voltage settings in transmit for the best output. I now have just 

under -100 VDC and -4 VDC. 

I plugged in the Yaesu FT-301D and tested the Transmit relays. Everything worked well by placing the IN 

/ OUT switch for the changeover to the IN position. The Red Neon light indicated as expected. 

I plugged the chassis power cords into the front of the power supply and started integration. I found 

that the Plate Current setting on the meter was reading intermittently positive and then negative. The 

Grid meter was also not showing. After discussing this with Bill Cockerell I decided to move the Plate 

supply center tap from Ground to the B- side of the capacitors. This eliminated reduced ground loops 

and forced the current to flow through the 10 Ohm, 10 Watt resistor in the chassis for reading current. I 

also added a 5K resistor from the B- side of the capacitor stack to Ground. At this point it was now time 

to test the output. 

Operational adjustments 

With everything operating normally and no magic smoke being released, the tuning procedure should 

be the same is it was (is) by today’s standards. I am following Jim Heath’s example (W6LG) on YouTube 
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by slowly bringing up the Transceiver’s output power, adjusting the Final Tune and Final Loading 
controls. I am also making sure that the FT-301D output is tuned as well. Going direct to the Grids 

instead of an antenna makes the impedance slightly different with each increase in power. 

The initial result was that I had a problem with the FT-301D. In different band settings I had full power, 

then little power, then no power out of the FT-301D. I took the FT-301D apart and started cleaning the 

band switch. This is 13-15 Decks and was not likely coming out easily. I sprayed contact cleaner and 

deflux on the contacts. While cleaning I rotated the switch to a position where the wiper was between 

contacts to get as much of the contact surfaces as I could. I carefully lifted up the wipers using an X-Acto 

knife and then carefully pressed down each contact. The result is that now I have full power again in 

each band. 

I started at 80 meters into a dummy load and brought the power up to 2 watts, adjusted the Tune 

control for maximum output, then adjusted the Linear. Each time I increased by 3 dB until I had full 

output from the FT-301D. The Linear responded quite well and ultimately reached full power of 600 

Watts CW. SSB is about 1 kW. 

I checked the spectrum output 

for spurious harmonics by 

placing my TinySA Spectrum 

Analyzer next to the Linear. The 

output looked clean with no 

signs of oscillation, harmonics, 

spurs, etc. Adjusting the power 

input up / down showed 

nothing to indicate that the 

Gonset was not operating 

properly. 

The Proof is in the 

Pudding 

I first tuned the Gonset on 80 

meters with my antenna. It 

performed well with the match 

and came up to 500 Watts CW. 

I modulated it on LSB and found 

it was quite reactive. 

Monitoring the TinySA it showed no harmonics or spurs. I was able to make contact and they reported a 
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59 plus, good volume and tone. Next, I tuned it on 40 meters and made contacts. Again, across the 

country, everything worked well. Next was 20 meters. I was able to make contact with Brazil and 

Bulgaria. I joined in on a Net and was asked to be a Relay because of my signal. I have not tried it on the 

other bands yet, but I have no doubt it will work fine. 

The Plate current runs at around 600 milliamps and the Grid current below 200 milliamps. The tubes are 

rated for up to 1500 VDC maximum, 50 milliamps of Grid current each. This is exactly where it should be 

with four 811A tubes. During transmit the plate voltage goes below 1400 volts, as low as 900. The Plates 

do not get red hot as reported by some. There is no excessive heat with the fan running. 

It was a good exercise and the rewards speak for themselves. The Shack is ready and waiting for those 

Distant DX contacts as well as cutting through the clutter of the Region. 

If you would like a copy of the schematic, contact me through QRZ.COM 
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In With the Old 
Art Zygielbaum, KØAIZ 

Although I love the new technology, software defined radios, SteppIR adjustable Yagis, and 
computer logging software, I found that I was really drawn to old radios at hamfests.  Some of 
them were radios I yearned for when I was a teenager.  As most of you know, I got my first 
license in 1961 at the age of 14.  I still lust after those fancy, expensive radios I couldn’t afford 
back then.  I still want them.  And it probably isn’t rational. 
About 2 years ago, I decided that I would collect one each of every radio I either owned or had 
access to as a teenager.  I was driven by nostalgia but I also needed to limit myself.  So, I 
limited myself to those radios I actually “had.”  My modern shack is in my study upstairs.  I 
created the “old shack” in the basement. It was a relatively simple matter to install a coax switch 
so that I could access my antennas from the basement station.  Since my modern station was 
designed to be Internet-enabled, I could control the SteppIR antenna and rotator using a 
computer in the basement.  I committed to retube, recap, realign, and make all of the collection 
work. 

Here's a picture of the “old shack.” 
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Let me walk you through the radios.   

Starting in the upper left is a WRL Globe Chief Deluxe, an example of my very first transmitter.  
It was a kit that was produced in Council Bluffs, IA.  Two 807 tubes in parallel gave it an 

amazing 90 watts input power.  Of course, I had to limit it 
to 75 watts as a Novice class ham.  It was funny in a 
couple of ways.  The meter on the front was undamped.  
When you pressed on the morse code key, the needle 
would bounce from one end of the scale to the other.  
Sending CW was a cacophony of key clicks, needle 
smashes, and hum from the power supply.  And if you 

happened to have the lid off, you watched the 5R4 rectifier dance – literally.  It would wiggle 
back and forth as you sent CW.  I built a modulator when I got my general license so that I could 
operate AM phone. 

Just below the Globe Chief Deluxe is a Collins URR-390A.  It was, with little doubt, the best 
tube-type shortwave radio ever made.  It’s not a radio to be taken lightly.  It weighs 85 pounds.  
Deciding to move it to the workbench for an adjustment is getting to be more of an adventure as 
I get older.  The radio cost about $1,400 in 1961.  
There were many produced for the military and 
government by several manufacturers.  Colins did 
the original design.  And to put things in 
perspective, $1,400 in 1961 was about $14,000 in 
today’s dollars.  How did a “poor” teenage ham 
afford such an expensive radio?  Well, my dad did 
foreign technology studies for the Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory (where I later worked for about 30 
years).  JPL loaned him the radio so that he wouldn’t have to go in to work to listen to Soviet 
short-wave broadcasts at night.  When it wasn’t tuned to Radio Moscow or one of the internal 
Soviet radio services, I got to use it.  My Globe Chief and the URR-390A got along just fine. 

Next is a Johnson Viking Ranger.  It was a 50 watt AM and CW transmitter.  My friend Earl, 
K6KHG (King Henry’s Ghost), now a silent key, had one.  It is the first amateur radio transmitter 

I ever saw.  When the transmit light glowed red, I 
was magically transported into the world of radio.  
The Ranger, however, was the hardest radio to 
get working.  There’s something called the 
doomsday resister in the VFO that is not rated 
sufficiently to work for many years.  The big dial 
on the front is connected to the tuning capacitor 
by a fragile isolation coupling – which I broke 
opening up the radio.  Somewhere, probably no 
longer with us, is a mechanical engineer who 
designed the box with its flanges and shields.  I 

just know that he had a night job designing Chinese puzzles.  It took a lot of work to open up all 
the parts of the radio I needed to without breaking anything. Full disclosure, it took some socially 
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unacceptable language to replace some of the parts.  The operating manual suggested that you 
install a push to talk circuit.  The Johnson design for that do-it-yourself circuit put 160 volts on 
the mic cord.  Fortunately, I used a modification with a 12-volt relay that is much safer.   

The receiver to the right of the Ranger is a 
Hammarlund HQ-180A.  It was my father’s 
radio.  It replaced the URR-390A when he 
decided to get his own receiver.  It works 
well.  It is really hard to align, however.  
And there are things not acceptable today.  
To adjust the clock on the left side of the 
panel, you reached over two uninsulated 
terminals providing 120 volts AC to the 
clock.  Setting the time could be a 
shocking event. 

Next to the HQ-180A is a Collins KWM-2.  It is designed for SSB.  It will run CW, but not well.  It 
is, I have to admit, my favorite radio.  It cost about $1,700 in the early 60’s.  (That’s $17,000 in 
today’s dollars.)  No way I could afford it.  But every field day, one of the rich doctors in town 

would bring his KWM-2 to the field day 
site.  It worked very well and I lusted 
after it.  In fact, I lusted after it until I 
bought one at a Nebraska hamfest a 
couple of years ago.  The owner, now a 
silent key, had maintained it 
meticulously.  It feels like operating a 
laboratory instrument when you put it on 
the air. Unlike modern radios, it has to 
be tuned up every time you move more 

than 50 kHz from the last point where you tuned it up.  I thought about trying to operate it mobile 
but having to tune it up while driving and my 
wife not letting me get a matching 1961 Ford 
Fairlane scotched that idea.  The KWM-2 was 
so well constructed that it was flown on the U-
2 spy plane in the 60’s. 
Finally, on the right is a Gonset G-76 
transceiver.  Only it’s not really a transceiver.  
It is more like a transmitter and receiver 
stuffed into one box.  It has a receiver tuning 
knob and a transmitter VFO knob – and a 
spotting switch so that you could match the 
transmitted and received frequencies.  This 
was the radio that was used in my high school 
amateur radio club.  This particular radio had 
been partially modified but whoever worked on 
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it gave up when there was a short.  One of the wires had insulation that had gotten so hot that it 
bubbled in several places.  Ends up that a tube short put hundreds of volts on a circuit that 
should have had about 25 volts as I recall.  That shorted an electrolytic capacitor and the rest 
was smoke.  It took a bit of work to thread out the old wire and put in a new one after the tube 
and capacitor were replaced.  The radio is working now. 

Thanks for letting me reminisce.  For you younger hams, you haven’t had the chance to watch 
an old tube radio warm up or to carefully tune up an old transmitter.  With a little lack of care, 
you could do real damage to the tubes in the final circuit.  And when something faulted, there 
could be loud cracks and pops and a fun light show.  For you older hams, I hope this brought 
back memories of the magic of the old days.    

I like to operate in the HF bands with SSB using the KWM-2, and AM phone/CW using the 
Ranger and HQ-180.  If you hear me on, please give me a call.   
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Upcoming Hamfests: 

Don’t forget to make your reservations for the upcoming ARRL Midwest Division Convention 
held in conjunction with the Winterfest Hamfest sponsored by the St. Louis and Suburban 

Amateur Radio Club, January 27-28, 2023 in Collinsville, IL. Details available at 

https://winterfest.slsrc.org/  Please note that there is a full  day of educational forums scheduled 

for Friday, January 27th and the Collinsville Convention Center, followed by a DX and ARRL 

dinner Friday evening. 

 

 

Title Date Location City State Website

Winterfest,  ARRL Midwest 

Division Convention 1/27-28/2023

Gateway 

Convention Center Collinsville IL http://winterfest.slsrc.org

Mine Creek Hamfest 2/4/2023 Community LaCygne KS

HARC Winter RF Fest 2/25/2023 National Guard Perry IA https://www.qsl.net/kd0neb/

Southwest Iowa ARC 3/4/2023 McClelland Town McClelland IA https://swiradio.org

Boonville Amateur Radio 

Club Annual Hamfest 3/11/2023

Zion Lutheran 

Church - Activities Lone Elm MO http://w0brc.org

Ozarks Amateur Radio 

Society Annual Hamfest 3/25/2023

Mount Vernon Arts 

and Recreation Mount Vernon MO http://w0oar.com

Cedar Valley ARC Hamfest 8/5/2023 Linn County Fair Central City IA w0gq.org/hamfest

52nd Annual Davenport 

Radio Amateur Club 8/26/2023

Iowa Army 

National Guard Davenport IA http://www.arcsupport.com/drac/

S.A.R.A. Hamfest 9/23/2023

Morningside 

Lutheran Church Sioux City IA https://k0tft.com/

https://winterfest.slsrc.org/
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Your ARRL Midwest Division Leadership Team 

 

 
 

Director: Art Zygielbaum, KØAIZ 

k0aiz@arrl.org 402-421-0840 
Vice Director: Dave Propper, K2DP 

k2dp@arrl.org   314-225-5167 

 

Iowa Section Manager:  Lelia Garner, WAØUIG 

Kansas Section Manager:  Ron Cowan, KB0DTI 

Missouri Section Manager:  Cecil Higgins, AC0HA 

Nebraska Section Manager:  Matt Anderson, KA0BOJ 

 

Midwest Division Webmaster:  Steve Schmitz W0SJS email: w0sjs@arrl.net 

 

Midwest Division’s website:   http://www.arrlmidwest.org/ 

  

mailto:k2dp@arrl.org
mailto:w0sjs@arrl.net
http://www.arrlmidwest.org/
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Assistant Division Directors: 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Name Call Email City State Interests/skills

Tim Busch N0CKR N0CKR@arrl.net Atkins IA

Lee Garner WA0UIG wa0uig@gmail.com Robins IA Section Manager

C.W. Pantel K0IIR pastorpantel@machlink.com Muscatine IA dx, clubs, traffic, contesting

Jim Spencer W0SR W0SR@arrl.net Cedar Rapids IA

Mike Albers K0FJ K0FJ@arrl.net Colby KS Repeaters, WinLink

Jim Andera K0NK K0NK@arrl.net Gardner KS

Public Service/Portable Operating: 

Alternate EC

Ron Cowan KB0DTI dtiham@yahoo.com La Cygne KS Section Manager

Bill Henderson K0VBU K0VBU@arrl.net Overland Park KS Contest/DX/ CW

Richard Johnson K0RCJ K0RCJ@arrl.net Mopherson KS Licensing/Exams

Jon Jones N0JK N0JK@arrl.net Lawrence KS VHF/UHF/Weak Signal

Brian Short KC0BS kcshorty@gmail.com Olathe KS Repeaters, ARES, Technology

John Frederick N8GOU N8GOU@arrl.net Carthange MO Technical And repeater Builds

Paul Haefner K0JPL K0JPL@arrl.net Chesterfield MO CW and contesting

Cecil Higgins AC0HA Higgins.cecil@gmail.com Hermitage MO

Section Manager: ARES emergency 

COMMS and response

Ronald Ochu KO0Z ronochu.sky@gmail.com Saint Peters MO

ARES, SkywarnVHF, Microwave, Writes 

for CQ

Randy Schulze KD0HKD KD0HKD@arrl.net Kansas City MO

Club Governance and Satellite 

Communications

Kent Trimble K9ZTV K9ZTV@arrl.net Jefferson City MO General help

Eric Zust W0TT W0TT@arrl.net Cheseterfield MO Good for contest and DX advise.

Matt Anderson KA0BOJ KA0BOJ@arrl.net Raymond NE Section Manager

Jeff Beiermann WB0M wb0m@flashdog.us Omaha NE Scouting, photographer

Joe Eisenberg K0NEB K0NEB@arrl.net Lincoln NE Construction, Kit building, Writes for CQ

Allen Harpham WD0DXD aharpham@flatwatertech.com Hastings NE Revitalizing Clubs and testing

Todd LeMense KK0DX todd@lemense.com Omaha NE DX, Clubs

Mike Osterberg K0VZ k0vzradio@gmail.com Kearney NE Clubs


